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RICE, JENNIE MABLE (BARNARD) (DEAN)

File No.
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Jennie Mable Barnard was born at Anoka, Minnesota, November 26,
1862, where her father had moved his family from Sauk Centre for safety
during the Indian uprising.
Jennie Mable (Barnard) Rioe is the daughter of Stephen G. Barnard
and Sarah Jane (Barnard) Barnard who came to Sauk Centre in 1860.

Jennie

Mable (Barnard) Rice has one sister, Kyra Elizabeth (Barnard) Parker,
born February 8, 1865, and one brother, John Guliker, born October 15,
1871.

Jennie Mable Barnard attended school in District 26.
was taught by Nancy Comstock the firstterm.

This school

O~ber teachers who taught

while she attended were, Benjamin W. Veeder, John Perkins, Kiss Van
Valkenburg, Kiss Carpenter, and Sylvia Townsend who had been a Oivil
War nurse.
The school term was usually three months, and a few years later
the term was lengthened to three months in the fall and three months in
the spring.

There was so much snow and cold weather that the ohildren

oould not get to school during the winter months.
around."

The teacher "boarded

The first school building was made of logs and large square

nails were used.
There were very few public entertainments.

People "visited" in

each others homes or had •singing bees" at the school house, but just
"visiting" held first place.

When there was any extra work such as

canning, quilting, or butchering, all the neighbors helped oo that the
work was finished in one day.

Each family cured their own meat, made

and smoked sausages ef all kinds, spun their own yarn and knitted it
into garments.

Kr. Barnard made his familys' shoes, a pair of which

Jennie (Barnard) Rice still has.
The favorite pastime of the Barnard children was watching the immi-
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grant trains which operated between SS.int Cloud and Fort Amberorombie.
They were routed past the Barnard home and were almost their only
connection with the outside world.
At that time little girls, of eight or ten years of age, were
taught to sew, knit, embroider and spin, as all the clothing had to be
made at home.
Jennie Mable Barnard married Charles Lewis Dean in December 1897.
They have one son, Harold Charles, born June 24, 1898.

Harold now owns

and operates forty acres of the orignal Stephen G. Barnard homestead.
Jennie K. Barnard became a member of the Congregational Ohuroh at
Sauk Centre in 1870 and still retains her membership.
Jennie K. Barnard (Rice) grew up with S&uk Centre and likes to
recall happenings of the past.

She has a number of souvineers of the

early days, and had some destroyed a few years ago when the log cabin,
her father built on his homestead, burned.
Her most prized possession is a pair of shoes her father made for
her when she was about four years of age.
Jennie M. (Barnard) Dean was divorced from Charles Dean and later
married James Rioe.

Interviewed: Krs. Jennie
(Dean) Rice
Date: August 21, 1936
By: Dorothy Hansmann
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FROM THE RECORDS IN THE STEARNS COUBTY COURT HOUSE
FOR THE JENNIE MABLE (BARNARD) (DEAN) RICE BIOGRAPHY

MARRIAGE RECORD BOOK L. Page 516'1
Oharles L. Dean and Jennie Barnard
Karried at Sauk Oentre, December 2nd, 1897
By:

Rev. G. Ernest Smith

Witnesses:

Myra E. Barnard and Wm. B. Parker

MARRIAGE RECORD BOOK U. PAGE 10852
James K. Rice and Jennie B. Dean
Married at Sauk Centre, April 28, 1909
By: Rev. F. B. Oehler
Witnes ses:

Kyra B. Parker and William H. Parker

